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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To speed up alternating processing by forming an 
alternating directory area for storing information indicating a 
recorded area in an alternating area. 

CONSTITUTION: An alternating directory area 14 for storing 
information indicating the recorded area of the alternating area 12 
is newly formed. At the time of accessing the alternating area, a 
leading empty area in the alternating area 12 is retrieved on the 
basis of the contents of the area 14, and after ending alternating 
writing in the leading empty area, information indicating newly 
generated recorded area is stored in the area 14. When an 
alternating factor is generated in a user area 10, the leading 
position of the empty area in the area 12 is known from the 
information of the recorded area of the area 1 2 obtained by the 
reading of the area 14 and a head is positioned on a directory. 
Consequently, access time at the time of generating an alternating 
factor can be suppressed always at a minimum time independently 
of the using capacity of the alternating area. 
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